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with a few people and spreading like a divine contagion to the
many?"
It is, indeed.
"You teach, rightly, that the faithful development of sucU
soul force in India will assure India's freedom. Will it not every-
where shape all political, economic and international institutions
including the issues of peace or war? Can those forms of human
civilization be made radically superior in India to the rest of the
world—now, when all mankind are neighbours?"
I have already answered this question in the preceding
paragraphs. I have claimed in these pages before now that
India's freedom must revolutionize  the  world's   outlook
upon peace and war. Her impotence affects the whole of
mankind.
"You know, better than I or anyone, how all these questions-
should be answered. I chiefly seek to express my eager faith in
your gospel, my hungry desire for your leadership in solving the
urgent problems of America and of all mankind. Therefore, will
you graciously remember that, if (or when) the time may come-
that India's progress in the directions you have so inspiringiy outlined
appears to pause—waiting for the Western world to come: up
alongside—then we of the West stand urging you to give us a lew
months of your time and your personal presence. My own fouling
is that, if you will call us and instruct us, we (your uncounted
followers scattered obscurely over the wide earth) will join our
lives to yours in the discovery and realization of a new and noble,
world-wide Commonwealth of the Spirit, in which man's age-old
dreams of Brotherhood, Democracy, Peace, and Soul Progress*
shall characterize the daily life of average people—in India, England,,
America, and everywhere."
I wish I had confidence in my leadership on the
world platform. I have no false modesty about me. If I felt
the call within, I would not wait a single second but straight-
way respond to an invitation so cordial as this. But with
my limitations of which I am painfully conscious, I feel
somehow that my experiment must be restricted to a frag-
ment. What may be true of the fragment is likely to be true
of the whole. It is true indeed that India's progress in the
direction  I desire seems to have come to a pause; but I

